Things Fall Apart – Okonkwo’s Story

At the very end of the novel, the District Commissioner makes an observation about the Ibo with regard to the book he is planning to write, The Pacification of the Primitive Tribes of the Lower Niger:
The story of this man who had killed a messenger and hanged himself would make interesting reading.  On could almost write a whole chapter on him.  Perhaps not a whole chapter but an interesting paragraph, at any rate.  There was so much else to include, and one must be firm in cutting out details.  (Things Fall Apart, p. 171)

The man he is referring to is Okonkwo, and the irony of his statement is that we have just read 171 pages about Okonkwo and his culture, and the British officer cannot imagine enough material to fill even a chapter.

Some questions to consider:

· What “details” about Okonkwo do you think the Commissioner would include?

· What “details” do you think he would leave out?

· How would he describe this “primitive” man and his “primitive tribe”?

Your Assignment

Write the “interesting paragraph” about Okonkwo as it would appear in The Pacification of the Primitive Tribes of the Lower Niger.  Really try to capture Okonkwo’s story from the Commissioner’s perspective and write with a voice consistent with the Commissioner’s character.  Use the commissioner’s book title.

