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World Literature is a two-semester course covering literature from Britain and Russia, the ancient Near East, Spain and Latin America, East Asia, and Africa.  The texts we will read will include novels, plays, poetry, short stories, films, and sacred writings.  We will explore universal human themes as well as unique cultural traits through extensive reading, class discussion, and analytical writing.  We will also devote some attention to writing mechanics and vocabulary words.

· British Literature (Semester One)
· Beowulf, a Viking epic

· Twelfth Night, a Shakespearean play

· Romantic poetry from Blake, Keats, Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Burns
· Modern short stories from Katherine Mansfield, James Joyce, DH Lawrence, and Alan Silitoe
· Russian Literature (Semester One)
· Early modern stories from Chekhov, Gogol, Pushkin, Dostoyevsky, and Tolstoy
· One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, a Soviet era novel

· African Literature (Semester Two)

· Things Fall Apart, a post-colonial West African novel

· Latin American and Spanish Literature (Semester Two)
· Short stories of Gabriel Garcia Marquez and Jorge Luis Borges

· Poetry from Pablo Neruda and Federico Garcia Lorca


· Ancient Europe and the Middle East (Semester Two)

· The Hebrew Bible

· Poetry from Sappho, Archilochus, and Homer

· Babylonian inscriptions


· East Asian Literature (Semester Two)
· Stories, poems, and a play from China, Japan, and Korea


· Essay writing (All Year)

· Defending a thesis

· Essay formatting (Modern Language Association)

· Grammar and conventional language usage

Student Expectations

· Regular reading assignments, from a few pages to 30 pages per block.

· A great book from a non-American author of your own choosing as outside reading, as well as a written reflective journal on this book.

· Analytical and creative papers on the literature we read.

· Tests and quizzes, both objective and written.

· Regular participation in class discussions

· A binder and notebook for class handouts and notes.

· Comprehensive semester final exams.
Grading and Class Policies

· The class is graded on a straight point scale with all assignments worth points. At the end of the semester, there will be around 1000 points total. Your earned points will be divided by the total number possible, which gives a percent value. Two nine-week quarters are worth 80% of your grade, and a final exam will account for the remaining 20%.
· Tests and papers are worth 100 points or more, and quizzes and small written assessments are worth from 10 to 50 points. Sometimes your major assignments like papers and tests will be weighted in order to preserve the appearance of 100 points, in order to approximate a “percentage grade” for that assignment.
· All papers must be handed in on time for full credit. I reserve the right to mark down papers that come in late.

· Please keep your bag under your desk and out of the aisles between desks.

· Please turn off your cell phone before class and store it in your bag.  If you need to take a call or write a text, please do it outside the classroom, or remain outside class while you are waiting for your call.  Do not text in class. Do not keep your phone on top of your desk.

